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POOLSIDE VIEW Fro I: Loungers by Brown Jordan
nourage lingering in the new landscape, while hond
winrved markle: tobles edd indoor e o the oufdoor
; 1be in-ground pool was the starting poini, and
, for Marioni's bockyard renovafion:

LABOR OF LOVE

When two perfectionists join forces,

the finished product is paradise.
By Kafie Schroeder | Photography by Tony Soluri
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home would be a slight misstatement. Although the owner of Mariani
Landscape (marianilandscape.com)—one of the country's top residential and
commercial landscape design firms—recently redesigned the entertaining
area on his 10-acre oasis, he admirs it's never finished. COMTINUED...




"IMARIANI] HAS A
FAMILY DINNER EVERY
SUNDAY, AND WHEN
HE ENTERTAINS, [T
COULD BE 10 TO 100
PEOPLE, SO HAVING
A LARGE SPACE FOR
EVERYONE AS WELL
AS SMALL, INTIMATE
SPACES WITHIN THAT

i + CONTINUED “If I think about 26 years ago when MOVABLE FEAST .
IS REALLY GREAT. the pool went in, I thought the backyard was a great ;;‘D:i;m’:;;ﬁ:g: :I:TII“
" N
~FRANK PONTERIO space,” Mariani says of the property he bought in 1986. Hun! OU‘II'DO(Lin( an[h\ir
“Every morning, I work our on my elliptical, and instead the seafing orea. The
of watching news shows, I spend more time looking out wslom ’Im‘iwm{ fable
s : B s by Murray’s Iron Warks.
the window at this ourdoar space, thinking about what The garden staol provides
my nexr landscape design addicion is going ro be.” on extra surface, or exiro
He teamed up with award-winning interior designer seafing, when Mariani hos

f his f tdi
Frank Ponterio (frankponterio.com), who also happens to 2:,;15: Euﬁq;:wd::w

be a friend and ucighbar. w©o ul_ld:lle the space and make it ond Frank Mariani.
rou!'-sr:!soll SUSt 'li!'l;lbll'. ..E\z‘ll []'IUUEI'[ I‘Il'l a P]B}‘ESS]‘O]TLA:‘
SJYS A\dﬂl'iﬂ[lll, -bfillgiﬂg JI]'I a p!'nf(‘ssicllrll Illkl‘ Flﬂl]k jllsl‘
takes it that next step up.“ Tcppj'ng the wish list was an
outdoor gourmet kitchen where guests could congregate
while Mariani cooks, as well as the addition of a poalside
fireplace with plush chairs, comforeable seating around
the pergola-covered dining rable and multiple lounge
areas for guests. Ponterio applied his interior design
talent to the rask, and the resulring curdoar ‘rooms’ blend
seamlessly with their functionality and visual flow.
“Part of whar I really enjoy about what we did here
is that nothing screams louder than anything else; ir's
all in balance,” says Panterio. “[Mariani] has a family
dll[ll'lf.'l' (.'\-'f.‘l')" Sll]ld-‘ly. .U'Id \\"klf_‘[l I'l‘.‘ Cll[cl'l;lll]!-s. it co lll({ lx
10 to 100 people, so having a large space for everyone as
well as small, intimate spaces within that is really grear.”
Mariani tips his hat to Ponterio for zoning in on
a classic design and subdued palette 1o accompany the
natural colors of his garden’s English-countryside aesthetie.
“When I was younger, I didn’t want to see one leafon the
ground, but now, [ kind of love it when coxTINUED...
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SEASONS CHANGE

From above: A cozy space for
twe; 0 seafing orzo and outdoor
fireplace were additions 1o the
space that, with o few blankets,
tan now be used year-round.

WCONTINUED  a few leaves fall on the patio, and it looks

more natural,” he says. “It's softer, so it doesn't have ro be
precise; it just has to be sound in design. I think we've
accomplished thar, and I think Frank complemented that
with his choice of furniture and fabrics.”

The estate also includes vegeta ble and herb g.n'd.cns.
an On._h.'lld ‘Vil’h P(‘:l ra l'ld A'LI)F}](‘ ‘J'(T's, l“]] h’t‘S- ik nd enaotl gh
Porf('d PI.'[ nes al nd ﬂ']l'ﬂlﬁ o attract ils oWwn Emljll]-lriﬂ n 0\(\
hummingbirds and butterflies.

Ir probably won't surprise Ponrerio to know Mariani
plans o install a natural, eco-friendly pond o cultivate
water-loving Howers, soften the pergola with fabric and
build a 20-foot-h igh PI.‘Ltform atop one of the oak trees
overlooking the property.

“The two of us are so similar that we're just gﬂing [{=]
keep going,” says Mariani. "He's just slightly opinionated,
]lkf‘] anm, b'lr we (hﬂ]lf‘t'lgc (‘ﬂcl‘l Ol’]l(‘l'. "If'l(-] I !I'Iil\k ‘\r‘[("
both better off because of it." m
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