
11ililruililililruililililfltl



HIDE.AND.GO.CHIC
How to work technology into a room without compromising the design?
A suburban renovation offers an excel lent case studv By cAssrE *ALKER

The architect David Poulton faced a challenge. His client, a family in the
north suburbs, envisioned a living room complete with a full-blown home
theatre system. But they didn't want the gadgets and gizmos to interfere with
their taste for traditional design. "Everybody wants technology, but no one
wants to see it," says Poulton. So he teamed up with Frank Ponterio, a
Chicago-based interior designer, and Rick Akins, who owns FirstPoint Resi-
dential Technologies in Elmhurst, to help him create a classic 90O-square-
foot living space that can transform into a cutting-edge media center with
the touch of a button.

Concealed: The tradi t ional  I iv ing
room-no gizmos in s ight

TUGf,ED AUIY
No one would ever
guess that the deep
bass tones of the
freestanding Sun-
f i re SubRosa sub-
wooter are coming
from inside a.cus-
tom walnut bench.

THE Got l lAxD GEITEn Al l  of  the technology-f  rom the
theatre system to the secur i ty-runs throuqh a central  "brain"
designed by Elan Home System, a company based in Lexington,
Kentucky. The client can control the system via a touchscreen
panel  on the wal l ,  an iPhone, or a hand-held control ler  s imi lar
to a remote.  " l f  the c l ient  wants to add a new proiector or DVD
player,  we can log in remotely wi thout having to send people

on-si te to make changes,"  says Akins. o@o
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HIDDEX ABOVE A French-farmhouse- inspired cei l ing made out of  waxed
red cypress beams conceals a THX-rated, three-chip Runco VX22d DLP pro-

iector,  which is raised and iowered (v ia remote) on a Draper SLX14 scissor
l i f t .  "There is a certain amount of  imperfect ion in the boards,  which real ly
masks the fact  that  there is anything hidden up above,"  says Poul ton, who
al igned the jo ints of  the boards wi th the projector cavi ty.
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AETTEN TX TIIE SHADE
The cl ient  famity-nature love's-
bought th is part icular house be-
cause of  the expansive v iews o[
the landscape from the 30-foot
west- facing window bank. But
how to block out excess l ight
dur ing movie t ime? Akins,  the
technology consul tant ,  found
a set of  Sivola QED blackout
shades from Lutron; they drop
down from concealed rol lers that
are mounted in the cei l ing.  For
day-to-day use, ivory s i lk  drapes
hang on a mechanlzed system
that automat ical ly adjusts as the
sun Tises and sets.

SOUIID EFFEGI Seven SUr
round-sound Tr iad speakers
were painted and mounted in
the cel l ing so that they blend in

SCREEII eEil A Draper
Ser ies E 106- lnch moior ized
home theatre screen drops
down at  the touch of  a but-
ton.  The screen had to be
mounted two feet f rom the
wal l  to accommodate the
f i replace mantel  below.
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